Tie ſudden dgtruction of incorrigible Sinners 
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i © Cut off ev'n in the bloſſom of his ſin, 

* Unhouſſell'd, unanointed, unanneal'd ; 
No reck'ning made, but ſent to his account 
La With all his imperſettions on his head!“ 


. 5 Ham. Sc. II. 
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SIR! mo 


KN ow not to W can with ſo much 

-propriety (in compliance with 'general cuſtom) 
addreſs this Sermon, as to yourſelf, You were the 
companion in ſin of the deceaſed, the remote oc- 
caſion, and the immediate ſpedator, of his awful 
exit, The juſtice of your country has acquitted. 
you from all culhable concern in his death. How 
far you ſtand acquitted in the eye of the Divine 


law ®, can only be known, when your ſoul ſhall. 
(I will not ſay, be in the ſame condition with his) 


---make its appearance before that Gov, whom it 
has never loved, nor an Hevotivig.: 
A 2 e To 


» 
1 


Dos . the Snifhing of this addreſs, I have heard, that the ſurviv- 
ing relations have aſſerted,' that the deceaſed lived x very ſober life, 
till he was ſeduced to, drunkenneſs] by the example of his m · fl. r. If 82 85 
is not, indeed, to o this, that the © ſentence alludes, | | 


* 


( iv ) 


GC DES. 


To zou the G ——— TY pe- 

culiar energy; but, as it appears, hitherto in vain. 
Beware, leſt he take thee away with his frroke ; then a 
great mayor cannot deliver thee, ** xxxvi. 18. 


When *. · 1 deceaſed d- -t. e leſt his aſual Ta. 


| ple on the Lon p's Day “, to obey y--r invitation, 


he in part anticipated the ſcene he ſhould be en- 
gaged in; but little apprehended how _ fatal the 


| iſſue would prove to himſelf. And, but for the 
_ diſtinguiſhing Providence of that GO pp, whoſe 


Sabbath you had been profaning, the iſſue had 
been the ſame to yo And to what ſhould ſuch an 
appearance of Gop in your favour, lead you? 
What is the voice which ſuch patience and forbear- 
hog direct to you? Is it not a moſt ſolemn call 


to repentance and reformation, and breaking off 


uur ins by righteouſneſs ? If it be diſregarded--- 


if the ſame impiety and irreligion, the ſame prac- 

tical, atheiſm diltinguiſh your future life, as have 
marked the preceding ſtages, tremble, leſt that Go 
woe Srinir ſhall not always ſtrive with man, and 
whoſe, patience will not always bear with rebellious 
3 ſinners, hold up. 0 alſo, as niger: en of 
ws his vengeance. ä 
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Had that fatal right numbered you with the dead, 
which, not your own caution, but a ſuperior, tho” 
unacknowledged, hand prevented, how awful an 
appearance would your ſoul have made before 
it's final Judge! And to which of the two ftates 
allotted for impious finners, and pious ſouls, in the 
judgment of your own conſcience would his award 
for ever have conſigned you? You need not be 
told, that nis judgment is according to truth; and, 
that whatever be his apparen: procedure in this 
world, he will in the world to come for ever diſcri- 
minate between him that ſweareth, and hm that feareth, 
an oath, The meaſure of your compamon's iniqui- 
ties was filled up. The patience of Gop had borne 
very long with him in vain. At length, that Gov, 
who will not be mocked, interpoſed to vindicate his 
own holineſs, and to ſhew his zeal for the purity 
of his own Sabbath. You, like him, are making 
ſpeedy progreſs to fill up the meaſure of your own 
fins. Diſregardful of the Gop that made you; 
inattentive to the call of his word, the alarms of his 
Providence, and the admonitions of your own con- 
ſcience ; thoughtleſs of the infinite worth of your 
own ſoul; unmindful of the tremendous ifſue of a 
life of ſin, and of the fearful eſtate of Chriſtleſs 
finners at the bar of Gop; unawed by the terrors 


(vi ) 


„ Hell on the one wand, and uninfluenced'by the 
hopes of Heaven on the other, you are haſtening on 
40 eternity, as faſt as the pinions of time can carry i 

you. You are ſinging a requiem to your foul, : 


while failing down the ſ{inooth current. of impiety | 
and pleaſure. On your immortal ſoul I charge , 
vou, ſtop---and ſeriouſly weigh, whither it will x 
| Conduct you. Know, the ſmooth current of im- 
| piety diſembagues itſeif into the tremendous ocean 3 
| of Divine wrath, Into this, withcut a, ſaving change, : 
{ muſt your immortal ſpirit be for ever plunged. g 
E Remember, you are a creature of the duſt, and a 7 
| . child of eternity ; every moment a horderer on.two - j 
l worlds, yet uncertain, in which the next moment 8 
| | may unalterably fix your ſtate. And does thought- A 
dees become ſuch an one? Is it not the greateſt 5 
| folly a ratfonal being can be guilty of, to be inat- 1 


tentive to ſuch ſolemn realities? Once more has 
the Providence of Gop moſt ſeriouſly addreſſed 
you. Once more has it's warning voice called 
upon you to ſpeedy repentance, and contriuon far 
fin,, If it be diſregarded, if repentance and a- 
eee be not it's happy effect upon you; 
What awful reaſon to fear, that an injured, and 
-  AJdong-affronted Gov has given you up to judicial 
anduration ; and that the God of this world fas 


i xp Hinded the eyes of your mind, among the 
other 
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ether children of unperſuadiableneſs (Eph. ii, 2; i 


| | the Orig.) 'left tie knrwviedze of Gop ſhou'd ſhine in 


to you. They are ſolemn words of the wiſdom of 
* Gov, directed to incorrigible ſinners, Becauſe I have 
called, and ye refuſed; I ſtretched out my hand, and no 
man regarded :I alſo will laugh at your calamity,” 1 
will mock when your fear cometh.---Then ſhall they call 
uhon me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me cariy, 
but they ſhall not find me, Prov, i. 24, et ſeq. 


Yet I would perſuade my/el/ of better things con- 
eerning you. If, through the bleſſing of Gop, the 
death of your companion ſhould prove the means 


of ſpiritual life to you; if his awful end ſhould 


rouſe you to reflection on your own wicked liſe, and 
lead you to ſeek to Gop for his Grace to recover 


4 
* Von out of the ſnare of the Devil; if it ſhould impreſs 


on you a concern for your better and immortal 
part, and lead you, by faith and repentance, to the 
Blood of CnxIST ; if it ſhould make you more at- 
tentive to public Worſhip, and render you more 
amiable and tender in your domeſtic character and 
relation, than hitherto ; you will have reaſon to be 
_ thankful to Gop for the Providence; and I ſhall 
be happy in refl-Ring, that the publication of this 
Sermon was a means of helping forward ſo deſirable 
7 r a work! 
Through 


viii 1 


Through your hands, I inform all my Readers, 


krhat vanity, or a deſire of appearing in public, was 


not the moſt remote occaſion of the publication of 
this Diſcourſe. I am ſenſible, it will do me little 
honour as a Preacher or a Writer. A concern to 
be faithful to the ſouls of my Hearers, and to 
mate full proof of my Miniſtry, led me to improve 
the ſolemn Providence in preaching; and a deſire 
to be more extenſively uſeful, ſuggeſted. it's pub- 
lication. Should it be inſtrumental, in the hands 


of the Bleſſed Srinir, to awaken one ſoul to 


thoughtfulneſs on eternal things, reform one vicious 


charadter, or emulate my Reverend Brethren of E 


whatever Communion, to an happier improvement 
of ſuch and ſimilar Providences, I ſhall rejoice, 


and willingly forego literary reputation. 
I am, 
Your well-wiſher ſor both worlds, 


5 ß ROGERS 
Speldhurſt, ner W ; ; 5 
Tunbridge- Wells, == 

er 1756. Ds 8 
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| Prov, Xxix. 1. 


th 110 bein ra often reproved, hk his 


Neck, Jhall ſuddenly be de eſtroyed, and 
that an Remeay, 


WATC H FUL obſervance of the | Provi- 
dences of Goo, as they intereſt ourſelves, 


or others around us, is a point of ſpiritual wiſ- 
dom. The end of Gop in all his diſpenſations 5 
with the moral world, is the inſtruction and happi- 


neſs of his creatures. Our duty is to improve that 
end, by acknowledging the wiſdom and rectitude 
of our Maker, and by aiming to extract ſpiritual 


profit from his diſpenſations. The death of good 
men, and the death of wicked men, called home 


in the midſt. of their uſefulneſs, or cut down 


in the midſt of their- fins, are univerſally ac- 


knowledged to be eſpecially teaching Providences. 


If our viſual organs were formed by our Maker | 
for the contemplation of his Pry in the viſible 


B heayens *, * 


ST 
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10 THE SUDDEN DESTRUCTION 


| heavens*, how nobly employed are our men/al 
powers, when deriving leſſons of ſpiritual wiſdom 
from his Providential diſpenſations! A ſpiritual 
mind is never at a loſs for objects of contempla- 
tion. It can deduce intellectual improvement 


from the moſt common ſcenes in life, and find a 
ſource of ſacred knowledge in the moſt trifling 


occurrences. The death of a good man is calcu- 
hted to inſpire us with diligence in making ſure 
our own calling and eleftion : : the death of a wicked 
man is deſigned to warn us, that we fall not after 
the ſame example of unbelief. Theſe two events are 


very common in the preſent ſtate of the viſible 


church, where the Tares and the Wheat grow 
promiſeueuſly together. But it is ſometimes the 
pleaſure of Gop, in the courſe of Providenee ſo 


to diſpoſe of the circumſtances that attend them, 
as to make a very ſtriking appeal to our ſouls, 


The Loxp is known by the judgment which he exe. 


cuteth; Pl. ix. 16. Such Providences demand 


_ eſpecial attention. 


Many of you, I preſume, from theſe obſer⸗ 
vations, already perceive, that I have an imme- 
diate reference to. that very awful occurrence 


on this Gay ſe nigh, the. ſudden removal of a2 


: wicked 


. 66 Os homia; ſublime dedit, Cœlumque tueri 
ken Jui, et erectos ad Lien tollexe vultus. 7 


' OF TINCORRIGIBLE SINNERS. 11 


wicked man in the midſt of his fins, out of time | 
into eternity“. The relation of it made a very. 


we 2 400 on on my own mind. It is the pe- 
e ng culiar 


% Should any of my n W an exceſs of oder ah 


rity, which, ina far different ſenſe from the Apoſile's, © hopeth all 


things,” apprehend this, and fimilar expreſſions, tos harſh, as being 
definitive of his ſtate in the inviſible world, I would aſk them, 
Do the ſacred Oracles afford any Criteria, by which we may paſs 


a judgment on men's characters through life, and conſequently, of - 
their ſtate after death, or do they not? Does a life of i impiety un- 


repented of, certainly lead on to eternal damnation; or, Do virtue 


and vice change hands in the world of ſpirits ? Can any ſoul ſee 
the kingdom of God, except he be regenerate? (John iii. 3.) 


Are the threatenings of God, that the wicked, and thoſe wha 
forget him, ſhall be turned into Hell; „that ſwearers and drunk- 


.ards ſhall have their portion in the-lake. that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone,“ mere illuſions ; or, are they ſerious denunciations of 
divine wrath? Have we any reaſon, either irom the Word, or 


our own ideas of the Holineſs and unſpotted Purity of the Divine 
Nature, to believe, that the Bleſſed Go p ever ſuffered a man to 
ſpend bis whole life in this world in habitual profaneneſs, that 
he took him away in the very adt of fin, without the leaſt ſpace 
for, ot fign of repentance, and yet introduced him into thoſe 
manſions of Glory, from which he has excluded every ſinner ? 


If the Word do afford us this reaſon, then wicked men may abuſe 


the Grace of God, and ſet at nought all his ſolemn warnings ; 

and comfort themſelves with the hope, that all ſhall be well at 
laſt. Concerning Judas, dying in the very act of fin, it is ex- 
preſsly ſaid, he went to his own place. The irftance of the thief 
on the chols, is not at all to the point. There was time for re- 
pentance, and there were the ſigns of it. But reſpekting this de- 
ceaſed ſinner, there were neither. His ſinſul companions in the 
Town, have, in my hearing, lamented his awful exit, “ as not af. 


« fording him time to make his peace with Gov.” How they | 


. who yet live in fin, unawakened, as it appears, by the ſolemn Pro- 
vidence, mean * to make their own peace with Gop,” ſhould 
| ſuch a ludden death * their's, 18 not my buſineſs to determine. | 
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-* 


culiar buſineſs of a faithful Miniſter to improve 
ſuch ſolemn occaſions for the good of his hearers, 
I am happy that Gop has put the opportunity. 


Into my hand, wherein his Providence and his 


Word conſpire together, to teach us a very im- 


portant leſſon. O that the influences of the Di- 
vine Sp181T.may not be wanting, and then the 
Providence will not ſpeak in vain! It is with a 


deſign to improve the awful exit of that unhappy 


man, that I have choſen the words of the text, 
Let me hope for „ nous attention from 


| 8. | 


- 


The beer, at the bead of which was 6 our 
text, is the cloſing part of an appendix to the 
book of Proverbs, for which we are indebted, 


under Go, to the piety and diligence of ſome 


of good king Hezekiah's Scribes, Ch. xxv, 1. 
The book claims for it's author, Solomon, the 


ſan of David, king of Iſrael. ' It conſiſts of ſhort, 


ſententious directions and obſervations on the 
moſt important occurrences in civil, relative, 


| and religious life; but not in any regular ſeries, 


Except in the firſt part, This mode of inſtruc. 


tion has the ſanQtion of antiquity, as well as it's 


Intrinſic aptitude to anſwer the end deſigned, to 
recommend it, The ſeven wiſe men of Greece 


are 


k 


1 


or Id cox RIGIBLE SINNERS/ 14 
are immortalized for the excellence and brevity of 


their maxims, the longeſt of which in the Greek 


is only four words. One of their ſayings; 
+ know thyſelf,” was eſteemed fo valuable, that 


the Poets feigned it to have come down from 


Heaven, Solomon, the inſpired author of this 


book, was well qualified for the work. He Was 


the wiſeſt of all men. He had a large acquain- 


tance with men and manners, a deep experience 


of the vanity of che world, and had ſearched the 


creatures through for happineſs. It is a beau - 
| tiful thought of Biſhop Horxixs on this books, 


a We are not generally. to expe any. con- 
” nexion, either of ſenſe or ſentences, in this 


book of Proverbs. Other parts of ſcripture. 
* are like a rich mine, where the precious ore 
* runs along in one continued vein; but this is 
« like an heap of pearls, which are not the leſs 

— valuable for being unſtrung.” On Prov. xiv, He 


Serm. I. Works, fol. p. 3714 You will not, 
therefore, expect me to give you any maybe 
of the ſurrounding context. 


1 ſhall not, on this occaſion, arrange the ſeve- 
ral parts of the text under their diſtin& heads, 
but rather deduce a few: obſervations from the 
ideas Expretied or NY in them. He that 
A TO being. 
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&5 being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, Jhall 92 


7 an be 4 Marcell. and that without * 


1. The depraved nature of Ny They need 


reproof. This is implied. The deſcription which 


the word of Gon gives of men by nature, is a 


very humiliating one; Man is born like a wild afs's 5 g 


colt, Job xi. 12. We come into the world i ig- 


norant, and need inſtruction; and our natures 


foon manifeſt a propenſion to fin, and need cor- 


reklion. As men advance in life, their nature : 


does not loſe this propenſity. On the contrary, 
it keeps equal progreſs with the growth of the 
body, and the expanſion of the faculties of the 


mind. The motives to vice ſtrengthen with the 
Habit, and encreaſe the propenſion. Hence we 
- diſcern, that men in general forget Go, diſobey 


His laws, and live atheiſts in the world, as the 


Apoſtle emphatically words it, Epheſ. ii. 12. 
(in the Orig.) They profeſs that they know Gov, 
But in works deny him, being abominable, and to every 
good work reprobale. Their tranſgreſſions ſay--- 
- There is no fear of Gov before their eyes. They 
| live and aft, as if there was no being who kept 

| a watchful eye over their condutt; or would one 

a day call them to account. Some blaſpheme 
| Weir Maker, | * trample on his acknow- 
| | yours 
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ledged laws; ſome break his Sabbaths, others in- 
jure their own conſtitutions, or their neighbour's 
property; and all men, till Divine Grace makes 
a change, live unmindful of him. How few can 
ſay with David, I /ct the Lox D always before me! 
How few make Hagar's pious ſentiment, the rule 
of their condutt, Thou, Gop, ſeeſt me] This, 
my Brethren, is the depravity of our natures, 
It was not in our original conſtitution. Man was 
an holy being, averſe to ſin, and mindful of his 
Maker; but he is now become a depraved crea- 
ture, enclined to fin, and unmindful of Gop ; 
nor can aught but Almighty Grace reſtore him. 
The carnal mind is enmity aguinſt Gov. It is the 
law of the Srixfr of life in Cunrsr JEsus, that 
alone can make a ſoul free from the law of fi Vin. "= 


2. The kin dealings of Gov with F 
He often reproves them. Perhaps the inſpired 


author chiefly intends the reproefs which ſinners 


receive from their fellow men, as Parents, Mi- 
niſters, or Magiſtrates. But as all theſe derive 


their authority from God, it may with propriety 
be immediately referred to him. How great 
bis condeſcenſion, how amazing his patience to- 


ward a world of guilty, beings! How righte>. 


ouſly might he att toward us, as men uſe to do- 


3 . 
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> THE SUDDEN DESTRUCTION 
vith a neſt of vipers---cruſh them in the egg. 
cer they become capable of doing miſchief, He 
might juſtly cut a man off in the firſt: commiſſion 
_of-aQtual fin. But he ſpares in order that he 
may reprove: he reproves, to bring ſinners to 


repentance and pardon. It may be that the houſe 


of | Judah will hear all the evil which I purpoſe to 
db unio them; that they may return every man from 
tus evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and 
their fin, Jer. xxxvi. 3. Various are the N 
in which Gon reproves ſmners, 5 


1 Io his word. This is the 3 law. of : 


Heaven, the rule for our. obedience, the trial 
of our integrity, and the balance in which we 
muſt all be weighed another day. How plain 


and direct are it's precepts to holineſs, and it's 
dehortations againſt fin! How dreadful are it's 
threatnings againſt vice, and flow pungent it's 


motives to piety! How clearly does it point 
- out the different iſſues of a life of fin, and A life 
of holineſs; aſſuring men on the word of 1 


| that cannot lie, that they ſhall eat of the fruit of their 
own doings. That he that ſeweth to his fleſh, ſhall _ 


e the fleſh reap corruption; and he that ſoweih to- 


the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap bfe everlaſting; 
Gal. vi. 8. It contains — thing that can a- 
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larm our fears, and inſpire our hopes. Muſt 


not a ſinner's conſcience fly in his face, when 


he reads his great Creator's law againſt fin? 


Muſt he not, at times, anticipate the vengeance 
due to his follies? This word of Gop is a per- 
petual reproof. For it is in men's hands, and 


they ought to meditate therein day and night. 


Juſtly then, may Gop be ſaid, often to reprove 
ſinners, when his Word is in their hands. 
in we faithful 1 of the Goſpel, 
This is the Word of Gop expounded, and en- 
forced on the conſcience. It is not a jejune 


harrangue on the excellency of moral virtue, 


or a flattering picture of the moral rectitude of 


human nature, as the Paraſites of mankind” 
draw to pleaſe deluded hearers. 


uch unfaithful 
dealing with immortal ſouls, belongs to thoſe 
depths of Satan, in which multitudes are drowned 
in deſtruction and perdition. On the contrary, i it 


ſeriouſly apprizes men of thoſe much- ORs 


truths, that they are in, a ſtate of awful diſtance 
from their great Creator, and incapable by any 


exertions of their own to compals his favour. 


That their natures are ſo depraved by fin, as 10 


render them everlaſtingly unkit for Heaven, ex- 
cept that change, called by the lip of truth, 


Rh. C Regeneration, 


* 


18 THE SUDDEN DESTRUCTION -— 
Regeneration, take place upon them. The gno- 5 
race of ſo ne men, and the imbu lence of others 5 
in denying the fe ſolemn, heaven-aſſerted truths, 
conſpire to render their frequent inculcation the 
neceſſary buſineſs of that Mipiſter, who would 
not be gwalty of the blood of the ſouls committed to 
his charge. This unhappy man, whoſe awful 
end has led me to this ſubjeQ, not unfrequently | 


attended in: this place. He heard, as you have a 
repeatediy, the miſery of a ſtate of fin repreſented, ; 
as it reſpeQs-the ſoul in this life, and as it finally 4 
ſeparates from God: and happineſs in the next, 8 
He was warned of the danger, he was apprized 5 


of the conſequence, and directed to the remedy 
revealed in the Goſpel, the all-attoning blood of 
the Saviour. © Gop often ſpoke to him, and 
often reproved him in a preached Goſpel : but 
in vain. At length- FERN cut him down. 1 in his 
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3) By their own conſciences. conſeienee is 
tlie tranſcript of the written law in the hearts of 
men. It ſupplied the place of revelation to the 
Hesthen, and taught them more of God, and 
of his worſhip, than they were enclined to know; 
| there efore, ſays the Apoſtle, they are without excuſe. 
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influence of his Se1a1rT, it is our beſt direction 
ö to duty, and our ſureſt preſervative againſt ſin. 
| © It's approbation is next to the eulogy of Gos, 
= it's condemnation is Hell begun below. The 
| ' worſt of men cannot always eſcape it's reproofs. 
) They may as ſoon fly from themſelves, as from 
| -their conſciences. Though they attempt to 
drown it's voice, and their own ſenſes, in liquor, 


| | 5 it will ſometimes be heard. But if men turn a 

deaf ear to it's friendly whiſpers here, it will 

f 5 ſpeak i in a voice of ten thouſand thunders i in the 

> world to come. If it s gentle motions be unat- 

5 tended to now, it will hereafter prove the worm 

: that never dies. Though the life of this poor 

; 7 -wretch was an almoſt uniform ſcene of blaſ; pbemy 

| and drunkenneſs, there is no queſtion but con. 

= cience ſometimes ſpoke. And what was every 

voice of conſcience, but the voice of Gop in 
reproof? Yet it was totally 2 4 8 

Me ue came 875 him to the ullermeſt, TIM EEG 

= 


4) In the th of their ſellow-linners. This 
is one of the moſt ſolemn appeals of God. to our 
ſenſes. W hen · men ſee their fellow-ſinners in a 
moment cut down in their fans, without the leaſt - 
ſpace for repentance, it is natural to enquire, 
On what ſcene do their diſembodied ſpirits enter? 
CL 25 BEA, The 
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The juſtice of Gop, and the ſolemn declarations 
of his Word, forbid us to draw the falſe conclu- '$ 
fion, that they enter on an eternity of happineſs. 
What is the alternative? They enter on a ſcene 
of eternal miſery, baniſhed from Gop the foun- 
tain of happineſs, and tormented in the preſence of- 
the holy Angels, and in the preſence of the Lams 
for ever. The wicked, ſays the final Judge of 
quick and dead, whoſe award ſhall one day 
conſign the whole world to their unchangeable 
abodes, /hall go into everlaſting puniſhment. If 
aught external could awaken ſecure ſinners to 
ſeriouſneſs, we might imagine ſuch an event 
would. But a me//enger from the dead we uld be 
loſt upon thoſe, who, with the bible in their 
band, go on in lin, Luke 16. ult. This har- 
dened trauſgreſſor had many warnings, even. 
in this Town, of men dying in their fins, and 
cloſing a life of habitual intoxication without re- 
pentance. But was he alarmed, or reformed 
by ſuch folemn events? No; he ſet them all 
at defiance, and went on in fin, till God held 
him up'to us as a monument of vengeance. In 
him was literally verified the deſcription which 
holy Job gives of the end of wicked men; 
Terrors lake hold on him as waters ; a tempeſt fiealeth 
him _ in the night, The Pa carricth ham | 
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away, and he departeth ; and as a ſtorm hurleth him. 
out of his place, Ch. xxvii. 20, 21. He wan- 
dered out of the way of underſtanding, and now re- 
maineth in the congregation of the dead; for ever 


ſilent in darkneſs, Prov. xxi. 16.---1 Sam. ii. 9. 


But obſerve farther, 


3. The dreadful nature of ſin. Men harden 
their necks, notwithſtanding theſe many reprogfs 


of the bleſſed Gov. It is the nature of fin to 


deceive and. harden, It decerves men into a falſe 
opinion of the ſafety of their ſtate.” Though they 
hear the awful threatnings of Gop's law de- 
nounced againſt ſin and ſinners, yet they do not 
feel them on their own perſons, nor ſee them 
fulfilled often on their fellow-ſinners. This leads 


them into carnal ſecurity, and prompts : them to. 


imagine, that Gop is not ſerious in his threat- 
nings. All things appear to go on well with them, 
and their deceitful hearts perſuade them, that 
all things ſhall be eventually well, And as fin 
deceives, ſo it hardens, Repeated ſins blunt the 
edge of conſcience, and render it's reproofs leſs 
forcible. Add to which, the Example of their 
fellow-ſinners ſerves to ſtrengthen them in their 


' rebellion. They ſee each other engaged in the, 
ſame vile N of facrificing their im- 


mortal 
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] very laſt time he \ was in this Houſe of Go, he 
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mortal intereſts to guilty pleaſure, yet thought." 
leſs and unconcerned; therefore they are led to 
believe, no evil /hall happen to us. Though the: 
Miniſters of Cnz1sT aim to rouſe them from this 
ſoul-ruining deluſion, by ſetting before their eyes 
the inevitable damnation annexed by Gop him- 


ſelf to the commiſſion of fin, it is all in vain. 


Example and inclination plead more powerfully, 
Defendit numerus, junfizque umbone Phalanges, ov. 
Thus ſinners mutually harden themſelves to their 


own deſtruftion! So Moſes repreſents a man 


tearing the words of the curſe, yet bleſſing himſelf in 


tis heart, , ſaying, T ſhall have peace, Deut. xxix. 19. 


And Solomon, Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work 
is not executed ſpecdil, ly, therefore the heart of the ſons 


of men, is fully ſet in them to do evil, Eccl. viii. 11. 


Hence wicked men are called ſons of Belial, 


without yoke, lawleſs ones; and are ſaid to hate 


inſtruftion, and deſp iſe reproof, and make a mock 
of fin, 1 Sam. ii. 12. Prov. v. 12. and XIV. 9. 
How often was this deceaſed ſinner reproved ? 
How often in this place did he hear of the dread- 
ful demerit of fin, the ſad condition of Chriſtleſs 


; ſinners, the importance of faith in CHRIST, the 
neceſſity of Regeneration, and the value of the 


foul! but all in vain; he hardened his neck. The 


heard 
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heardof the neceſſity of union to Curisr by faith, 


and the awful event which a day of judgment 


would prove to ſfinners?, He heard the Preacher 
repreſent a faithful Miniſter as appearing before 
the Divine Tribunal, 4 ſwi/t witneſs againſt im- 
penitent finners, whom he had warned and cau- 
tioned during life. But ke hardened his neck, and 
Gov ſuddenly deſtroyed him, and thab without remedy. 
Which leads me to 0 a 


N rs The fearful - end of incorrigible finners, 


They /hall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without 


remedy. Though the patience of Gop long bear 
with impious men, his juſtice requires, that he 
at length fulfill his threatnings. His moral cha- 
racter, as Governor of the world, demands, that 


he puniſh the abuſes offered to his long-ſuffering, 


and make ſome men examples of his vengeance 
in this life, But though ſuch examples do not 
very often occur, we are aſſured from his Word, 


that no ſinner can eſcape his damnation in ihe 


world to come. Let not finners, then, be bold 
in their impiety, becauſe inſtances of his anger 
are not frequently held up to their view. They 


Subjed, col. i. 28. Whom we + preach, warning every — 
5 and teaching every man in all wiſdom, that we may preſent. 
2% every man perfed in CuRIST JaSus,” Cloſing Sermon. 


Fg 


F 


Juſtice and Holineſs, the guardians of his law, 


If they abuſe the preventing remedy, they put 


| remedy. How oft, aſks holy Job, is the candle 
of the wicked put out? how oft cometh their deſtruffion 


Atreyed in the midſt of their ſecurity. While they 


foul, Luk. xii. 20. (in the Orig.) Who ſhall re- 
quire it? Death, as the executioner of God's 
| threatning in this world; the Devils as the 


them in ſlippery places: thou caſtedſt them down 
: the idea of a man walking on the edge of a 
precipice; in a moment the ground proves un- 


fanthful to his ſtep, and he is daſhed down into 


unenpected! Thus it js oftimes with ſinners. 


1 
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have to do with an omnipotent avenger, whoſe 


are engaged to puniſh the violaters of it. If 
they wilt not be reformed, they ſhall be ruined. | 


themſetves beyond the reach of the recovering 


upon them? Ch. xvi. 17. They are fuddenly de- 
are ſaying to their fouls, 7 ſhall have Peare; 


| Take thy caſe, eat, drink, and be merry: Gov lays, 
Thou fool ! this night THEY SHALL REQUIRE thy 


executioners of it in the next. Agreeable to 
which is the Pſalmiſt's repreſentation of the ſe- 
cure ſtate of wicked men; Surely thou didft ſet 


into dęſtruclion, Pl. Ixxiii. 18. He conveys to us 


deſtruction. A fall the more dreadful, becauſe 


e! in a ſlate of ln, na of the many 
e 


of tncotntonLe 1b rA. 25 


warnings and cautions of Gon, they go. on in 
the way of their own heart; till death breaks the 
filver cord of life, and plunges them into reme- 
dileſs deſtruction. Such is the ſolemn inſtance 
we have before our eyes. A ſolemn inſtance of 
the truth of holy writ. An awful proof, that 
Gon will not be mocked, though his patience long 
bear with the provocations of ſinners; This de- 
parted finner was often. reproved; but his life 
was not changed. He had warning upon warn- 
ing, but he hardened his neck. And how fearful 
was his end! Having lived a life of blaſphemy, 
drunkenneſs and fabbath-breaking, he was ſud- 
denly cut down in the very midſt of his years, 
and of his fins. In the very att of ſabbath- 
breaking, and drunkenneſs. — Without the leaſt 
time for repentancei---Nay, as I have been in- 
formed, his very laſt words were blaſphemy ! Oh 
what a dreadful end is this! Thus to be ſent to 
A man's final account, with all his fins on his 
head! There is nothing in nature more-awful 
than ſuch a tranfition into the world of ſpirits, 
a And where has his ſinful, unrenewed ſoul taken 
up it's everlaſting abode ? Not with CurisT Ve 
The Bleſſed Gop has not © in great mercy taken 
his ſoul to himſelf.“ He was taken away in 


Pad 
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„ See the marginal Note, at page 11. 
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wrath. There is not the leaſt reaſon in the N e 
world, from his paſt life, even to hope it. That 15 
Miniſter muſt have neither grace nor conſcience, 14 


that dares to aſſert 1 it ®, The conſideration is 


enough 


% Should the eine Miniſter chance to caſi his eye on this 
ſentence, and think the Preacher too harſh and uncharitable ; ap- 
prebending himſelf . bound by ſubſcription (to adopt the words of 
one of his Brethren). © to the unvaried uſe of his Prayer Book,“ 
the Preacher, by way of rejoinder, would beg leave to alk him 
theſe two queſtions & 


1. Can · it be reaſonably ſuppoſed, "IR that any of your 5 ace 
* knowledged ſuperiors in the church,” when apprized of the cir- 
euniſtances; would in the leaſt have cenſured your conduct in the 
omiſſion of thoſe ſtrong expreſſions relative to his eternal bappt- 
neſs? Rather would they not have commended your integrity and 
faithfulneſs as x Miniſter; in refuſing to proſtitute your ſacred 
character, by uttermg, in the preſence of G ob, what you had eveay 

\ reaſon to believe was not a truth? 


2. As it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe that you-were angelic 
with the manner of his life, and the circumſtances of his death; 
did not zeal for Go p, piety, conſcience, faithſulneſs to inert 
fouls; and every conſideration that can influence a Miniſter, who, 
as ** ſteward of. the myſteries of GoD,” muſt render up his ao- 
count to his great Maſter, demand a diſtintien on this occaſion ? 
To expreſk before a numerous auditory, on fo ſolemn gn occaſion, 

when men's minds, if at any time, may be ſuppoſed to be ferionſly 

impreſſed, your © hope of the everlaſting happineſs” of ſuch a cha- 
rafter ; and to pray, that your, and the people's ſouls may reſt wit 
his- hat is-it but declaring to immortal ſouls, that there is 
really no difference between virtue and vice, piety and profane- 
nefs, in the world to come, though for other ends, and on ether 
oecaſions, you may ſeem- to hint that there is. Is: not this the 
ready way to baniſh the little remains of the fear of a judgment to 
come; entirely from the minds of men? 7s it any wonder, that 
your, and your Brethren's ſermons have no happier effeR to pro- 
wore even * than we ce they have? Rather, need we 
| | | onde! 
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enough to freeze our ſouls with horror. But--- 
his ſtate is fixed for a never-ending eternity, by 
that Judge who will do right, and whole deciſive 

| . ſentence 
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wonder, that men live practical atheiſts in the world, and yet con- 


ſole themſelves with the hope, that all ſhall be well at laſt, when 
their leaders in religion aQ in maſquerade, and make no ſcruple to 
inſpire the deluſive hope? With what propriety, or conliſtency 


with yourſelf, can you upon any future occaſion, declare,------and - 


if a faithful Miniſter of Canis, the declaration, like a golden 
thread, muRt.interweave itſelf with every.ſermon,------that without 
repentance and regeneration, and holineſs of life as evidential 
thereof, no Toul can ſee the kingdom of Gor ?” How can y 
ever caution careleſs hearers, that no external devotion, no regular 
attendance on divine worſhip, can attone for the want of faith in 
Canis r, and of intereſt in his Righteouſneſs; on which the word 
ſaſpends the eternal ſtate of every one? It is a dreadful thing for 
a Miniſter iſo to act towards his hearers, as that ** the blood of 
« ſouls be reguired at his hand“ another day. To us, as engaged 
dy profeſſion, in the ſame great work, our reſpeQve hearers look 
up for an example, as well as inſtraQtion, in holy things. If we 
neglect to declare all the counſel of Gop,” fail to diſtinguiſh 
the precious from the vile, or ſo perform our Miniſtry as directly 
to encourage deluſive hapes of ſalvation without,the poſſeſſion of 
the qualifications required; we fin againſt Cu xis r, we ruin im- 
mortal ſouls, and muſt expe the ſevereſt vengeance from his af | 
fronted Godhead. That is an awful word addrefled to time-ſerving 
prieſts in the Jewiſh Church. Her prieſts have violated my 
„law, and have profaned my holy things ;. they have put no dif- 
« ference between the holy and: profane, neither have they ſnewed 
« difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their 
« eyes from my Sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. There- 
« fore,” ſays Gon, have I alſo made you contemptible and 
* baſe. before all the people,” Ezek. xxii. 26. with Mal. ii. 9. 
If you think this long note needs an apology, mine is in the words 


of Moſes, Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rabuke thy neighbour, and not 


« Suffer fin upon him,” Lev. xix. 17. with 1 Tim. v. 20. 
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ſentence none ot his creatures ſhall be able ta F 
tax with injuſtice, | There is a paſſage in” the 1 | 
book of Job, ſo appoſite to his caſe, that I will cloſe 1 
this part of the diſcourſe with the recital of it. 
The light of the wicked ſhall be put out, and the [park of 5 
has fire ſhall not ine. The fieps of has frrength ſhall be 1 — 

rain. d, and his own counſel ſhall caſt him down. For 
he is caft into a net by his own feet, and he walleth upon a 
ſaare. — The ſnare is laid for him in the ground, anda.” F 
trap for him in the way. —His confidence ſhall be rooted it 


. . 
eee ee 


out of tas tabernacle, and it ſhall bring him to the hing of : 
terrhrs—His remembrance ſhall. peryſh from the earth, 1 
and he ſhall have no name in the fret, —He hall be driven 9 
from hght into darkneſs, and chaſed out of the world. — — 
He "flak neither gave on nor nephew. among tas prople, . 
nor any remaining in his dwellings. —They that come after 
fim ſhall be aſtoniſhed at his day, as they that went Wore, 


fre Wager Job xvfii, 5. et eq 
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IMPROVEMENT, 


And what, my Brethren, is the uſe, which 
ve who ſurvive, ſhould make of the awful Pro- 
yidence? When the great Gap deigns to addreſs 
his creatures, he demands reyerential attention. 
| How forcibly does be addreſs us all on this very 
Hp ſolemn is the Pro- 
e! How pregnant with Divine inſtruc- 
| ien! 


— 
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ta, 9 tion! | Let me join iſſue with-it, in the election 
ol of a few important leſſons. 


f, | 1 NST RU CTTIO x. 


„1. How offenſive is ſin to an holy Gop! Sin 
XA is the rational creature's tranſgreſſion of the 
8989 Divine law, or his want of conformity in ſpirit 
bs: 4 and obedience | to it's requiſitions. Sin 1s the 
ed Vorſt of evils in the whole creation of Go; it 
# is the parent and ſource, whence every other 
4 evil owes it's origin. This hurled the rebel- 
nr angels from their thrones, and overwhelmed them 
* 1 in eternal ruin. By this, mankind have loſt 
ibeir Maker's favour, are expoſed to every mi- 
e . ſery i in this world, and to his wrath in the world 
oy to come, It is againſt this, that all the thunders 
of his law are directed. Pure and holy himſelf, 
and at an infinite remove from every thing un- 
holy, fin is the abhorrence of his righteous "foul. 
The fool! Tz ſhall not tand i in hus ſight : he hateth all 
the workers of miquity. He ſhewed his infinite 
hatred againſt fin, by curſing t che ground for 
1 man's tianſgreſſion, by drowning an ungodly 
> _worldwithwater, and turning the cities of Sodom 
= and Gomorrha into aſhes. - His word is full of 
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ners. His wrath is revealed againſt all unrighte- 
ouſneſs. He will puniſh ſinners with everlaſting 
deſtrufttion from tus preſence. View the infinite 
hatred of Gop againſt fin, in that infernal pit, 


« tring in unquenchable flames for ever *, 
View the hatred of Gor againſt Gn, in the 
ſufferings of the bleſſed Jxsvs. Though the 
eternal San of his love, yet, when is ſoul was 40 
be made an expiatory offering for fin, it eLEASED 

| the Lonp 40 bruiſe him. Let our ſouls for ever 
' adore him, that through this expiatory offering, 


grace of his Holy Se1zir eradicate this bitter 
root from our natures. But though theſe be the 
declarations of that Gop that cannot lie, yet he 
ſometimes. condeſcends to convince his creatures 


| 4 penlations. We have an inſtance, in the caſe 
before us, of the infinite hatred of Gov againſt 
| fin, in the ſudden exciſion of an impious Blaſ- 


Let each ſoul take warning, and ſeck to God 


46. comern ASTUANTEM in flammas, per eterna ſæcula.“ 
Bux NET, (Dr. THO.) de Stat Mort. & Reſurg. HAUD 174 


* 


on Hell, Append. 
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where devils and damned ſpirits ſhall lie © ſwel- 


he can pardon this infinite evil of fin, and by the 


of che truth of them, by his Providential diſ- 


phemer, whom vengeance ſuffered not to live. 


AUCTORI, REM SE HABERE, CONCEDITUR, Vid. Swinden 
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for the recovering influences of Divine Grace, 
leſt iniquity be his own eventual ruin. Learn, 


2. The neceſlity of Divine Grace to change 
our natures. Theſe are fo depraved by fin, 
that nothing but a Divine Power can effect an 
alteration. Sin fo deceives and hardens men in 
impiety, that they can unmoved, hear of the 
tremendous ruin that ſhall one day burſt like a 
ftorm on the heads of a guilty world, and feel 
no diſpoſition to aim after a prevention, They 
are fo in love with fin, that they willingly riſque 
Gop's everlaſting damnation; and in the height 


of their madneſs, defy an omnipotent avenger 
to do his worſt, They freely reſign up their 
immortal intereſts, and part with CxztsT and 
Heaven, and every thing that ſouls ſhould 
hold dear, rather than part with their ſins. 


Nor can aught external, but as accompanied 


No power of moral ſuafion can do it, no threat- 


nings of the law, nor examples of Divine ven- 


geance, Not even puniſhment itſelf can change 


a finful nature ;------then the devils, and loſt 
ſpirits of darkneſs would be holy beings. Only 
a principle of Divine Grace infuſed by the Holy 
SPIRIT, can renew our ſinful natures, or render 


* 


with a divine power, aroufe them to reflection. 
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us acceptable to Gov. Hence a ſoul's conver- 
fon to God, is called a new creation. Could 
this departed ſoul on a ſudden ſtart up in the 
midſt of a company of impious men, met to 
conſume the Loxy's day- evening in ſwearing 
and drunkenneſs.---Could he bring Hell-fire in 
his countenance, breathe brimſtone with his 
words, and ſhew in his breaſt * the gnawings of 
the worm that never dies ; and warn them with alt 
the emotion of a ſoul Iolt to Gov, and to alt 
| Happineſs, that they come not, with him, into 
that place of torment ;---The arrival of fuch a being 
from the nether world would alarm, and terrify 
them; it might, perbaps, introduce temporary 1 
reformation; Yet there is no queſtion, fuch is 
the hardening nature of fin, but they would " BY 
return, like the dog to his vomit. The rich man, in 
the parable, urged ſuch a favour with great im- 
portunity, as being a probable: means to effect 
reformation, But, Abraham, to whom the ſuit 
Was 


If the PROPRIETY of theſe alluſive expreſſions be queſ- 
tioned, the Preacher's beſt apoJogy is the example of his Divine 
Maſter, who, on a fimilar occaſion has uſed them in the ſame 
ſenſe. * In Hell he (to wit, a departed ſoul) lift up his EYES, 
e and feeth Abraham afar off, and Lazatus in his BOS OM. L 
« He prayed, Father Abraham---ſend' Lazarus, (another departed 

| "Tx „that he may dip the T1? of his FINGER in water, 
And cool my TONGUE,” Luk. Xvi. 23, 24. 


\ 
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was preferred, anſwers, If they hear not Moſes and 
the Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded, though 
one roſe from the dead, Luk. xvi. ult. {T eaching 
us, that the moſt awful appeals of God to our 
ſenſes, even the appearance of a damned ſoul to 
convince men of an eternal hell, would be loſt 
on thoſe, whom the denunciations of Divine 


_ wrath. in the word, fail to reform. Who could 


have imagined that Nebuchadnezzar would have 
returned to idolatry, after ſo ſignal an appearance 
of God in the protection of his own worſhip- 
pers? Dan. iii. 28. None but that power that at 
firſt created us, can new create us. What effect 
has the preſent Providence had to reform men 
in | this Town? Has the ſwearer forſook his 
oaths, or the drunkard his cups? Has the 
Sabbath-breaker more duly attended on public 


worſhip, and commenced a new man? Nay, 
is that unhappy character, to whom the Provi- 


dence addreſſes itſelf with ſuch ſolemn energy, 
at all reformed by it? Has he begun a new 
life, reſolutely determined, by the Grace of Go, 
to abandon thoſe courſes, which, in the iflue, 
brought irremediable deſtruction on his com- 
panion's head ? So true is the word, Can the 


Ethiopian change his ſkin ? or the * his ſpots ? 


E then 


\ 
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then may ye 4 Io do good, that are accuſtomed to de 


evil, Jer. X111. 2 3. 


| C OMMINATION. 


- 9. Let ſinners of every deſcription be warned 


by this tragical ſcene, Warned of the dreadful 
Mlue of a life of impiety---of the inexorable 
juſtice, and zeal againſt ſin, of their great 
Creator. Warned of the neceſſny of repentance, 
and of faith in the blood of I Esus to expiate 
their guilt. O that I could proclaim as with 
STENTOR's voice, or With the voice of ten 
thouſand thunders, in the ears of unthinking 
Ginners, © Ye muſt be born again!“ Except the 
Grace of CHRIST change your natures, the in- 
fluences of the Holy SeirrT excite Goſpel re- 
pentance, and an intereſt in the Righteouſneſs 
of the Saviour be graciouſly afforded, you are 
loſt, loft for ever, loſt beyond redemption ! 
Be warned, ye ſwearers, drunkards, and Sabbath- 
breakers, if ſuch vicious charatters be in this 


aſſembly, be warned by this fad cataſtrophe. 
Ho ſoon may Go hold you up as a warning to 


others! This deceaſed finner little apprehended 


on the paſt Lord's day, t that it would be the 
| 0 that ſhould ſhine on bim, the laſt Sabbath 
| | that; 


01 Mi 
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that ſhould be in his power to violate---He 
little thought that the laſt intoxication would 
prove the laſt indeed to him---that the laf? 
oath would uſher his guilty ſoul into the pre- 
ſence of a fin-hating Gov. And would not you, 
Hke him, lie down in eternal ſorrow ? Repent 
of your ſins. Break off your iniquities by re- 
pentance and godly ſorrow. Bend the ſtubborn 
knee of your ſouls to the Gop that made you, 
and who can curſe you to Hell in a moment. 
Approach by faith to that injured Saviour, 
whole invitations you have ſcorned, whoſe 
blood you have trampled on, whoſe Svizir 


you have reſiſted, and to whoſe overtures of 


life and ſalvation in the Goſpel, you have 
turned a deaf ear. Perſiſt not in your fins, 
left in the deſpairing words of wicked Balaam, 
IT fhall fee him, but not now, I ſhall behold um, 
but not nigh, you anticipate that dreadful 
day, when every eye fhall indeed fee him, and 
fmally impenitent ſinners wail for ever becau wm 


7 him... 


ExXHORTATION. 


+ Improve the preſent ſeaſon of Grace and 


Hope. Behold now is the accepied lime, now is 
| E the 
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the day of ſalvation. Now the great Gop conde, 

| ſcends to exhort, warn, and inſtrut you, How 
ſoon may theſe golden opportunities end! 
How ſoon the treaty of peace between your ſouls. 
and Heaven be conſummated, and Gop forbear 
to call! His Spixir ſhall not always  firive with © 
man; how ſoon may that Spix Ir ceaſe to ſtrive 
with you! Improve the conſideration of the 


Grace, to effect ſo important a work, It is 
the declaration of CHRIST himſelf, ye believe 
not---ye ſhall die in your ſins, and where I am, thither 
he cannot come. Beware how you trifle with the 


infinite value of your ſouls, and of the neceſſity = 
of Regeneration, and of Faith in ChRISsT, io 
ſtimulate you to ſeek for the aids of Divine 

9 


e 


patience of Gop. He not decezved, Gop is not | 
mocked ; that which a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo t 
reap. Conlider, (and may Gov impreſs the 
thought with all it's pungency upon your minds) | 
what if this Sabbath ſhould prove the laſt to any 


of you ;---this the laſt Sermon the laſt call to 
a awful the tranſition from a 
life of impiety into the world of ſpirits! Once 
more has Gop condeſcended to make a moſt 
ſolemn appeal to your ſouls, Take heed, 46% 


you fall 220 the fame example of unbelieſ. Such 
Providences, 


(d. 
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Providences, if they fail to foften, PING 
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larden. 


5. Conſider, what ample encouragement the 
Goſpel of CuRISs r affords to penitent ſinners. 
It ſtretches out it's friendly arms to receive every 
returning Prodigal. It anſwers every objeQtion, 
and allays every fear of a kind reception from 
an offended Gov, which an impreſſive ſenſe of 
fin might excite, Our Loxp Ixsus, as if he 
would preclude every ſurmiſe ariſing from the 
greatneſs of paſt ſins, commanded, that the firſt 
overture of Pardon ſhould be made to them, 
who with wicked hands crucified and ſlew: hint, 
Luk. xxiv. 47. Delineated by him, we behold 


the Bleſſed Gop in the character of a tender 


father, commiſerating a rebellious child, and an- 
ticipating with parental kindneſs his humble ſub. 
miſſion, Luk. xv. 20, 22, The truly penitent 
ſinger has every thing to encourage his hopes, 
that he ſhall noi ſeek forgiveneſs in vain, Gop 
is in Curr reconciling the. world 10 himſelf 
In him the promiſes are all Yea and Amen. There 
is infinite dignity in his attonement, infinite merit 
in his righteouſneſs, to pardon the greateſt, 
tranſgreſſors. It is a faithful ſaying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Cnn1isr: Is HS came inig 
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the world to fave finners. The blood of Cnkisr d 
cleanſeth 2 all fin, Through his incarnation ſt 
and-obedicnce Gov can b. ju, nd the jutifer | 
of him which believeth in J=svs: The many _ F fe 
inſtances recorded in the word of pardon vouch- 1 n 
ſafed to the greateſt ſinners on their repentance, _ = 


are encouragements to the humble penitent, = 
that his ſuit ſhall be accepted. It is as true of "Mt h 


our Mediator enthroned in Glory, as when ſu- = Þ£ 

ſtaining the form of a ſervant, that he made inter- © « 
yok the br anſgrejors, Ha. li. ult. £3 
8 Let motives weighty and i important as theſe, wi 


ak down into your hearts. May they lead you 
know in this your day, the things which belong to. 
109 FEES peace, e er they are hid From your | 
| eyes | Your life, on which all your preparation 
for eternity depends, is precarious. You may 
be counting on long years of ſecurity to come, 
and expecting as many, ſeaſons of Grace as are 
paſt; but ſuddenly our feet may ſtumble on the 
dark mountains. So the antediluvian world, as 
our Loxy repreſents, were eating and drinking, 
ani planting, and building, till, in an unexpected 
moment, the flood came, and ſwept them into de- 
Arudion. Remember, ſudden death to a good 
an is ſudden glory: to the wicked, it is ſudden 
S 3 damnation. 


18 
25 
9 
4 40 
. 
£2 


aw” 


OF INCORRIGIBLE SINNERS 39 


damnation. But I hope to preſent you with a 
ftriking contraſt to the preſent occaſion, on the 
next Lord's day evening *. My earneſt Prayers 
follow my Sermon, O that the Providence may 
not ſpeak in vain ! : 


May Almighty Gon grant his Blefling to the 
hints at this time ſuggeſted, and to him ſhall 
be the Glory, through our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. 


— 


* Referring to a Funeral Sermon for my much honoured Tutor, 
the late Reverend Dr. G13B0ONSs, preached in the ſame place 
on the ſucceeding Lord's Day Evening, Maxcn 6. Text, 
1 Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, Rev. xiv. 13. 
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Page 10. line 16. read, Courſe of his. 
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